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Ballot Information:   

Chapter Affiliation:  New York 
Year Joined:  2002 as a Professional Member 
ASMP NY Board of Directors:  2009 - present 
Board Positions Held:  Membership Chair, 2009-2015 
                                      President, 2015-2019 
 
 

Candidate Statement: 

I am the most recent president of ASMP New York (2015-2019).  I am running to become a 
member of the national board and to share some of the forward momentum we’ve created in 
New York.  

I joined ASMP in 2002. In 2009 I joined the local board after being approached by the President 
and V.P. of our chapter at an event, “you are always talking & raving about ASMP, you should 
join the board!”  I realized they were right!  “Yes, of course!” I replied.  Very soon after joining 
the board I was asked to become Membership Chair. 
 
As Membership Chair (5 yrs): 

• I instituted our annual Phone-a-Thon for dropped members, which also became a very 
successful practice for receiving input from members. We regularly restore over 10%-
15% of dropped members.  

• Spoke regularly to photo students at schools such as F.I.T. 
  

In 2015, I was inspired to run for President.  My predecessors had successfully established a 
solid foundation for our chapter after some shaky years.  I felt it was time to raise the roof on 
what we did and to engage our cultural community and embody the creative energy of who we 
were as photographers.  My 5yr tenure included: 
 

• Leading the charge with building cultural bridges and engaging our community:  
o Establishing our presence in Photoville - a two-week pop-up photo village on the 

Brooklyn waterfront.   
§ 2016: we had a 20ft-exhibition container, highlighting our members’ work 
§ 2017-2019: 40ft exhibition containers 
§ Last year’s attendance: 100,000.   

o The Museum of the City of New York, co-sponsoring key photographic events; 
securing a free curator tour for members.   

o I created programming with the Metropolitan Museum of Art’s photography 
curator, which was a huge success.   



o For twelve years I’ve been part of the team running national’s PhotoPlus booth in 
NYC, including signing up many members. 

o Successfully selling curated members work at Art Aqua (Art Basel), Miami 
o Successfully selling curated members work at AIPAD, NYC 
o Created an Artist Talk Series, Parsons/New School:  Lois Greenfield, Chris Buck 

and Mario Sorrenti.   
o Helped create a members-only screening of Jay Myself during its NYC Film 

Forum premiere - led Q&A with Stephen Wilkes & Jay Maisel. 
o Established the Student Portfolio Review as our third major annual Review, 

hosted at photo schools.   
o Our semi-annual networking parties became huge successes, attracting 200-300 

members plus VIP’s at each event. 
o A strong mentorship program (including 5 chapters) in partnership with YPA ran 

for two years 
o Our board of directors became more diverse, young, with at least half of the board 

now being women. 
o We have stabilized our membership levels for the past three years. 
o Sponsorship/income increased more than 10x – which was needed to produce our 

expansion. 
 
I want to bring my passion for ASMP to the national board, to generate and develop new ideas 
on how to support our chapters and their members.  In this auspicious 75th anniversary year, it is 
time to move forward with renewed energy, focus and to cause synergy within our entire 
mission.   
 
 
 
Endorsements by ASMP Members: 
 
 
LOIS GREENFIELD 
Member since the mid-1970’s 
 
I am writing in support of Tom Donley's candidacy for ASMP’s National Board of Directors.  I 
have been an ASMP member since the mid-1970’s when I was a photojournalist in NYC.  
 
From those beginnings, I relied on ASMP to guide me in how to approach anything and 
everything to do with making my love of photography into a career, from protecting my work 
through copyright infringements, and guidance on how much to charge commercial clients. 
 
Although everyone I worked with over the years was superb, no one stands out as strong as Tom 
Donley. He is not just a patient, knowledgeable problem solver, but a visionary who when he has 
an idea he fights for it, and how it will benefit the photographers. He has been there not only for 
me but for all of us! 
 



In my case, Tom spent almost a year finding the right venue, in this case, Parsons, for a talk he 
organized in honor of the publication of my 3rd book “Lois Greenfield: Moving Still” in 2016. 
 
Working tirelessly for the chapter, Tom developed programs for so many of its members, 
increasing their visibility in the field.  
 
Talking amongst my colleagues we always marveled at all Tom did for us personally, and for our 
careers. He was never too busy to lend an ear to help each and every one of us, and always eager 
to create new ideas and make opportunities happen.  
 
His vision has always been to expand the scope of ASMP, creating relationships with schools, 
museums, and cultural institutions. 
 
Tom will be an outstanding addition to ASMP’s National Board of Directors. 
I can’t recommend him highly enough! 
 
 
 
STEPHEN MALLON 
ASMPNY Board Member 2002-present, NY President 2007-2009 
 
Tom Donley is one of the most passionate photographers about ASMP that I have ever 
known.  Mr. Donley has served on the ASMPNY board for the past decade from Membership 
Chair to most recently chapter president from 2014-2019 where he helped develop and grow the 
New York chapter.  Tom is an empowering and thoughtful leader and member. He has worked 
tirelessly for the community through programming, education, and outreach. He has created 
relationships with exterior organizations at large as the Metropolitan Museum of art and other 
groups.  The New York photo community benefited greatly from his belief in the power and 
good of ASMPNY. He created numerous programs for members and the public ranging from 
free student portfolio reviews to our participation in seven different international art fairs and 
festivals.   
 
Tom is a valuable leader and team player. I am confident that all of ASMP will benefit from 
having his skill set on the National board.   
 
 
THOMAS WERNER 
Former ASMPNY President & National Board Member 
  
It is my pleasure to endorse Tom Donley for the ASMP National Board. During his tenure as 
President of the ASMP New York board the New York chapter has taken on new, substantive, 
and far-reaching projects such as hosting an ASMP exhibition container for the past four years at 
Photoville, an annual two-week photo festival that draws over 100,000 people each year, 
establishing a relationship with the Museum of the City of New York and The Metropolitan 
Museum of Art, and taking ASMP members from across the country to the Aqua Art Fair during 
Art Basel Miami to exhibit and sell their work.  
 



The New York Chapter has also successfully run a booth at AIPAD, the leading photography-
based art fair in the United States, and runs the ASMP booth at PhotoPlus each year. The chapter 
has seen exponential growth in sponsorship funds during Tom’s tenure, an area that has 
historically been a weak spot at the national level. Personally, I have worked with Tom to 
develop a number of talks and presentations at New York-based universities. We have drawn 
between 150 and 450 attendees to each event. Tom will be a great addition at National, bringing 
dedication and a new, fresh, and helpful perspective to the board. 
 
 
JENNA	CLOSE	
ASMP	National	Board	Chair	2015-2017	
ASMP	National	Board	Member	2010-2017	(2018	as	Ex-Officio)	
 
I have known Thomas throughout his time as President of the New York Chapter, and have 
also worked with him in my capacity as Chair of the ASMP National Board. He is an 
organized, enthusiastic and forward-thinking creative who would make a great addition to 
the National Board. I highly recommend him for a seat. 
 
	
SHAWN G. HENRY 
Treasurer, ASMP New England 
National Board Member 2007-2013 
ASMP President 2012-2013 
ASMP Ex Officio 2013-2014 
	
I am writing to endorse Thomas Donley for the ASMP National Board. 
 
As a past National Board member and President I’ve had the pleasure of knowing and working 
with Thomas for a number of years. The dedication, commitment and vision that Thomas has 
shown in his work on the ASMP New York board is exactly the dedication, commitment and 
vision needed on our National Board, particularly during this time of transition in both the 
Society and our industry as a whole. 
 
I believe Thomas will prove a valuable addition to the National Board and will contribute much 
to pushing the organization forward. 
 
 
DAVID ARKY	
President, 2003-2005 
 
I have known Tom for more than 8 years now, primarily through his work as President of the 
New York Chapter as well as through organizing the ASMP New York programming.  
 
Tom is hard working, dedicated and passionate about the photography industry. He is extremely 
well organized, business savvy and would make an excellent member of the National Board. 
 



LIAM ALEXANDER 
President, ASMPNY  
 
Thomas Donley lead ASMPNY with a vision and a passion that our chapter had not see in a long 
time. As our president, he lead us to grow our chapter and expand into new areas, all the while he 
focused on a singular goal of elevating who we were as an organization.  His vision for ASMP 
was always oversized and bursting at the seems, he sees our organization and each and everyone 
of us individuals who make it up as bigger than we currently know, and has the power, vision, 
patience, and expertise to lead us to that place.  it was an honor to serve with him, and to step 
into his huge shoes.  I can’t wait to see what he brings at a National  level.  
 
 
 
GAIL MOONEY 
Past Chair of the ASMP National Board 
  
I have known Thomas throughout his time as President of the New York Chapter, and have also 
worked with him in my capacity as Chair of the ASMP National Board. He is an organized, 
enthusiastic and forward-thinking creative who would make a great addition to the National 
Board. I highly recommend him for a seat. 
 
I’ve known Tom Donley for a long time. We’ve worked together professionally, we’ve shared 
many ASMP experiences together and we’re good friends and colleagues.  
 
I’m happy to endorse Tom for a seat on ASMP’s National Board.  As a past Chair of the 
National Board, I know that Tom has exactly what it takes to be an effective board member. He 
is a thinker and a doer.  It’s a rare combination for someone to have the foresight and vision to 
conceive an idea and the determination and energy to carry it through – but that’s Tom.  
 
Tom is a great photographer with notable credentials, but I have also witnessed him in action at 
our NY Chapter events and he breathes energy into the room. As President of the NY Chapter, 
he was supportive and was there for all his members, making our chapter a real community of 
peers who shared knowledge, insight and fun.  I have never seen a harder worker than Tom.  And 
he does it with a smile on his face.  
 
Personally, I think the biggest reason you should elect Tom for a seat on the Board is because as 
a member, you can count on him.  And, that’s everything. 
 
 
 
 
 
	


