
President Donald Trump 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20500 

Re: Please Consider the Impact of Any Potential Ban on Drone Systems on the 
Thousands of Small Creators who Depend on These Technologies 

Dear President Trump, 

My name is Thomas Maddrey, and I am the Chief Executive Officer for the American Society of 
Media Photographers (ASMP), an 80-year-old, industry-leading membership trade association 
representing over 7200 photographers, filmmakers, and other visual creators, many of whom rely 
on drone technology to feed their families and keep their businesses contributing to the American 
economy.  

I write today alongside Kevin Brusie, the Chair of ASMP’s National Board of Directors, and a working 
commercial photographer and independent video producer. Today we ask you to consider the 
impact that any potential ban on currently available drone system, including products produced 
and marketed by the segment-leading company DJI, may have on this important sector of the 
United Stated creative community.  

Kevin and thousands of American creators like him regularly use Small Unmanned Aircraft Systems 
(sUAS; more commonly known as drones) under FAA Part 107 rules for obtaining still photos and 
videos for their clients. The reality is that currently, Chinese manufacturer DJI is the only name in 
the market for high quality imagery, both still and video, and safe, reliable flights.  

In the last decade, drone visuals have become an integral part of the majority of video productions. 
From real estate videos to Hollywood productions, drone footage is prominent. We estimate 
upwards of 90% of these have been created with a DJI product based on anecdotal experience. As 
of July of this year, the FAA reports that 460,375 people are certified as remote pilots under FAA 
Part 107, with 822,039 drones registered. This ban would seriously impact the livelihood of those 
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nearly half a million operators, and the downstream impact of such a ban would negatively affect 
literally millions more clients and the American public as a whole. 

Further, drones, like all compact modern electronics, have a short lifespan. Technology becomes 
outdated and aircraft need to be repaired or replaced frequently. Like smartphones, we wish that 
there was a robust domestic market for their manufacture, but unfortunately, the current reality is 
that international brands dominate this market, and the lead time to wait for domestic production if 
this ban were to go into effect would put thousands of Americans out of work and on the 
unemployment rolls. Nurturing the growth of the domestic market can be achieved without 
curtailing the import market at the expense of Americans dependent on the tools.  

Also, the premise that these drones pose a national security risk is overstated, based on our real, 
first-hand experience. Flights over sensitive areas are already prohibited by FAA rules and illegal 
activity is monitored via mandatory Remote ID featured on all DJI drones. There is nothing these 
drones can see that can’t already be discerned by Google maps.  

On behalf of ASMP’s over 7,200 members, and the 460,375 Part 107 Pilots who have registered with 
the FAA, we sincerely ask for your consideration and understanding of this issue and the significant 
negative impact any potential ban would have on those small businesses who rely on these tools.  

Sincerely, 

Thomas Maddrey 
Chief Executive Officer, ASMP 

and 

Kevin Brusie 
CEO, Shake Pictures 
National Board Chair, ASMP 


